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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  1953 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  1953, 
prepared  on  the  general  lines  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
in  Circular  1/54. 

The  Registrar-General  gives  the  estimated  mid-year  popula¬ 
tion  to  be  17,970,  a  decrease  of  20  persons  on  last  year.  Total  live 
births  are  279  compared  with  262  last  year,  whereas  total  deaths 
are  154  compared  with  195  last  year,  this  being  the  lowest  figure 
recorded  since  1933.  Five  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  is  the  lowest  figure  I  can  trace  in  records  going  back  to  1919 
and  as  it  is  extremely  doubtful  that  such  a  figure  could  have  been 
recorded  before  that  date,  I  feel  this  comment  is  worthwhile  as 
a  recognition  of  the  present-day  medical  and  welfare  services 
available  to  the  expectant  mother  and  to  the  improved  home 
conditions  she  now  enjoys. 

It  is  now  six  years  since  a  confirmed  case  of  diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  district,  but  once  more  I  make  a  plea  for  the 
immunisation  of  all  our  children  in  their  first  year  of  life. 
Figures  within  the  report  show  that  three  such  babies  only  were 
immunised  and  116  aged  one  year.  On  the  assumption  that  this 
116  relates  to  the  262  babies  born  during  1952,  the  percentage  is 
very  low  indeed.  It  is  wrong  that  publicity  and  persuasion 
cannot  give  us  the  protection  of  our  children,  so  readily  available 
and  free  ;  presumably  we  are  to  await  an  outbreak  of  the  disease 
and  use  it  for  propaganda. 

The  incidence  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  has  been  high, 
but  apart  from  these  children’s  complaints  the  general  health  of 
the  resident  population  has  been  good. 

For  your  consideration  I  give  below  my  suggestions  for  future 
progress,  some  of  which  I  know  are  high  on  your  list  of  priorities. 

The  riddance  of  the  obsolete  and  unhealthy  pail  and  privy 
closets  wherever  drainage  facilities  are  available. 

The  provision  of  more  smaller  housing  units  for  aged  persons, 
freeing  the  larger  family  houses  for  better  use. 
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The  application  of  the  Private  Street  Works  Act  to  the 
dangerous  and  almost  impassable  roads  and  the  opening  up  of 
cul-de-sacs  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

The  camouflaging  of  colliery  spoil  banks  by  the  planting  of 
trees. 

It  was  my  intention  to  advocate  again  the  control  of  the 
tipping  of  loads  of  coal  on  the  highway  and  pavement,  often 
endangering  the  safety  of  motorists  and  pedestrians  alike,  but 
during  the  preparation  of  this  report  I  have  been  very  pleased  to 
note  the  action  of  the  Derbyshire  County  Council  in  obtaining  a 
bye-law  to  prohibit  this  practice. 

This  is  my  last  annual  report  as  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  at  the  time  of  writing  my  successor  has  been 
appointed.  To  Dr.  Alexander  Laurie,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H.,  who 
takes  up  his  duties  on  the  1st  June,  1954,  I  offer  my  best  wishes 
for  a  happy  and  beneficial  association  with  the  citizens  of  Ripley. 
To  those  citizens  and  to  the  members  of  the  Ripley  Urban  District 
Council  and  the  officials  I  offer  my  appreciation  of  the  spirit  of 
goodwill  and  co-operation  I  have  always  found  in  them  over  the 
years. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  RYAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  STATISTICS 


Area  :  Land  5,391  acres.  Water,  20  acres.  Total,  5,411  acres. 
Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population, 

mid-1953  .  .  17,970 


Rateable  Value  : 

Central  Ward,  Hartshay,  Marehay  and  Waingroves 

Butterley  Park  Ward  . 

Heage,  Ambergate,  Sawmills  and  Ridgeway . 

Southern  portion  of  Crich  . 


£78,945 

£910 

£17,840 

£2,734 


£100,429 


Sum  represented  by  a  One-Penny  Rate  :  All  Wards .  £383 


The  principal  occupation  in  the  district  is  coal  mining,  and 
during  the  year  opencast  coal  sites  have  been  worked  in  various 
parts  of  the  area.  Other  industries  include  heavy  Engineering 
Works,  Agricultural  Implement  Works,  Dye  Works,  Refractories, 
Brick  Works,  Lime  Works  and  the  Processing  of  Flax.  Factories 
employing  mainly  female  labour  produce  hair  and  fibre  cloths, 
candle  wicks,  plaited  lace,  shoe  laces  and  silk  stockings. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  ; 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

142 

137 

279 

Illegitimate  . 

2 

2 

4 

283 

Still  Births  : 

Legitimate  . 

4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

• 

Legitimate  . 

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  Four  Weeks  : 

Legitimate  . 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Deaths,  All  Ages  : 

89 

65 

154 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  during  the  year. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

during  the  year  1953. 
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Comparability  Factors  :  Birth  Rate,  1.03.  Death  Rate  1.06.  *  per  1,000  related  births. 


RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All  Causes  . 

M. 

89 

F. 

65 

Total 

154 

1. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis . 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

2 

2. 

Other  Tuberculosis  . 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  . 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . 

1 

1 

2 

11. 

„  „  Lung,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

„  „  Breast  . 

1 

4 

5 

13. 

„  „  Uterus  . 

— 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

10 

4 

14 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia . 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

2 

1 

3 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

11 

18 

29 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

21 

5 

26 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease . 

1 

— 

1 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

10 

9 

19 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

5 

4 

9 

22. 

Influenza  . 

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  . 

6 

3 

9 

24. 

Bronchitis  . 

3 

— 

3 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

— 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum . 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

1 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

2 

1 

3 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

10 

11 

21 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents . 

— 

— 

— 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents . 

1 

— 

1 

35. 

Suicide  . 

— 

1 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War . 

... 

— 

— 

— 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


Hospitals. 

(a)  General  :  For  accident  and  medical  cases  where  home 
nursing  not  available — The  Ripley  and  District  Hospital  (con¬ 
trolled  by  Derby  No.  2  Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the 
Sheffield  Regional  Board). 

(b)  Maternity  :  No  maternity  accommodation  available  in  the 
area.  Arrangements  made  by  medical  practitioners  through  the 
Derby  No.  2  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Three  County 
Midwives  are  available  in  the  district. 

(c)  Infectious  Disease :  Arrangements  are  made  at  the 
Derwent  and  Draycott  Isolation  Hospitals. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases :  County  Council 
Ambulance  Service  available  as  follows  : — 

Ripley  U.D.  Area,  except  Ambergate  —  Langley  Mill 
Ambulance  Station.  Telephone  :  Langley  Mill  615. 

Ambergate  —  Belper  Ambulance  Station.  Telephone  : 
Belper  90. 

Ambulance  facilities  are  arranged  by  medical  practitioners 
and  Health  Service  Officers  as  and  when  required. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases  :  Arrangements  made  with  the  County 
Ambulance  Service. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  Ante-Natal  Clinic  :  At  Ripley  Hospital  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Fridays  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

(b)  Infant  Welfare  Centres  :  (1)  At  the  Old  Schools,  Outram 
Street,  each  Monday  from  9  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  and  from  1.30  p.m. 
to  4  p.m.  (2)  At  the  Bethel  Chapel,  Marehay,  each  Wednesday 
from  9  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  (3)  At  the  Methodist  Church,  Amber¬ 
gate,  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m. 
to  4  p.m.  (4)  At  the  Church  School,  Parish  Church,  Heage,  on 
the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m. 
to  4  p.m. 

(c)  School  Clinic  :  A  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  is  held  at  the 
Ripley  County  Infants  School  on  the  third  Thursday  morning  in 
the  month.  A  School  Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance. 

(d)  Chest  Clinic  :  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  from  the  area  are  put 
under  medical  supervision  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Grange 


7 


Street,  Alfreton.  Open  each  Tuesday  from  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
and  on  Fridays  from  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  Facilities  for  radio- 
graphic  examination  are  available  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  County 
Offices  Yard,  St.  Mary’s  Gate,  Derby. 

(e)  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  :  At  the  Derbyshire  Royal 
Infirmary,  Derby,  on  the  following  days  and  hours  : — 

Males :  Females  : 

Monday,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  Monday,  3  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Tuesday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon.  Thursday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12 
Wednesday,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  noon  and  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Saturday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12 
noon. 

Children  :  Friday,  10.30  a.m.  to  11  a.m. 

General  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Service  now  administered  by  the  Derbyshire  County  Council 
being  the  local  health  authority  for  the  National  Health  Service. 
Three  Home  Nurses  are  available  for  service  in  the  district. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  of  clinical  material,  y/ater,  milk,  etc.,  is 
carried  out  by  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratory.  The 
following  table  shows  the  results  of  examinations  carried  out  at 
the  laboratory  during  the  year  1953  : — 


Pos. 

Neg. 

Total 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

9 

9 

Vincent’s  Angina  Organisms  . 

1 

8 

9 

Haemolytic  Streptococci . 

5 

8 

13 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  . 

— 

11 

11 

*Water  . 

1 

3 

4 

*Ice  Cream  —  Methylene  Blue  Test  ... 
Milk  : 

1 

19 

20 

*Methylene  Blue  Test  . 

1 

40 

41 

^Phosphatase  Test  . 

4 

53 

57 

Coliform  Test  . 

— 

1 

1 

Tubercle  Bacilli,  Biological  Test  ... 

— 

25 

25 

Clinical  Specimens . 

22 

31 

53 

35 

208 

243 

*  Positive  —  Unsatisfactory. 
Negative  —  Satisfactory. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 
Diphtheria. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  immunisation 
service  is  now  administered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  All  medical  practitioners  in  the  district  will  arrange  to 
give  immunising  injections  free  of  charge. 

The  following  information,  kindly  supplied  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  gives  the  number  of  children  receiving 
primary  immunisation  during  the  year  1953. 


Age  Under  1  year .  3 

1  .  116 

2  43 

3  3 

4  7 

5  —  9  (incl.) .  8 

10  —  14  (incl.)  . 


Total  .  180 

Scarlet  Fever. 


Twenty-one  cases  were  notified  compared  with  38  last  year. 
Twelve  of  these  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  and  all 
recovered. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Although  the  incidence  of  measles  was  very  high  (an 
epidemic  of  540  cases)  it  appeared  in  a  very  mild  form.  The  89 
cases  of  whooping  cough  were  similarly  mild. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

The  one  case,  of  a  non-paralytic  type,  occurred  in  a  woman 
aged  33  years  who  is  fully  recovered. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS:  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY 

DURING  1953. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Groups. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0 . 

, .  — 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

1  . 

. .  — 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

5  . 

— 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

15 . 

. .  — 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

25  . 

..  2 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

35 . 

..  2 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

45 . 

. ,  — 

— 

—  — 

1  — 

—  — 

55 . 

..  1 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

65  and  upwards 

..  — 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

5 

3 

—  — 

1  — 

—  — 

9 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Para-Typhoid  . 

Food  Poisoning . 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 
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Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis  ...  . 

Para-Typhoid 
Food  Poisoning  . 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  SECTION  47. 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  during  the  year,  but  was  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  case  of  an  old  man  aged  78  years.  In  view  of 
services  being  rendered  to  him  by  his  sub-tenants  action  was 
deferred  and  periodical  vists  are  being  made. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  quality  of  water  supplied  to  the  district  has  been  main¬ 
tained  and  particulars  of  sampling  will  be  found  in  the  report  of 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector)  : — 

Number  of 

Number  on  Written  Occupiers 

Premises  Register  Inspections  notices  prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs. 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authority .  1  2  —  — 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 

enforced  .  96  54  1  — 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  ...  3  —  —  — 


100  56  1 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found — 
Referred  Referred  No.  of 


to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

prose¬ 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Insp. 

Insp. 

cutions 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

Unreasonable 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Temperature . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  .. 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•• — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Defective  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

sexes  . 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Other  olfences . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— - 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 
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Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  year  1953 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council  : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  annual  report  for  your 
consideration.  Brevity  is  particularly  called  for  in  view  of  the 
need  to  attend  to  urgent  matters  of  immediate  concern  to  me. 
In  July,  1954,  meat  rationing  and  control  ends  and  the  provision 
of  proper  private  slaughter-houses  and  the  organisation  of  the 
services  of  meat  inspection  is  in  hand.  The  Council  has  already 
considered  the  various  Ministry  circulars  relating  to  slum 
clearance  and  the  improvement  of  dwelling  houses  and.  has  given 
instructions  in  these  matters.  The  preparation  of  a  suitable  plan 
of  action  in  this  field  is  also  an  immediate  duty.  These  are  not 
new  duties,  but  they  will  need  priority  in  the  immediate  future. 

Although  not  presuming  that  my  comments  last  year  on  the 
question  of  mining  subsidence  in  the  Waingroves  area  were  read 
very  widely,  it  was  interesting  to  note  that  the  B.B.C.  chose  to 
film  part  of  that  area  for  inclusion  in  a  television  programme  on 
the  subject.  Should  a  supplementary  programme  be  contem¬ 
plated,  it  can  only  be  pointed  out  that  some  of  the  houses  have 
now  been  demolished,  before  they  fell  down,  and  others  approach 
that  stage.  Some  that  have  subsided  bodily  can  no  longer  have 

i  * 

drainage  into  the  public  sewer  and  temporary  cesspools  are  con¬ 
templated.  The  people  who  must  continue  to  occupy  them  have 
not  only  my  sympathy  but  my  admiration. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  and  the  officers 
of  all  departments  for  their  kind  assistance  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  BAMFORD. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  following  tabular  statement  gives  an  overall  picture  of 
works  carried  out  during  the  year: — 


Area  of  District  . 

•  ••  •••  •  • 

...  5,411 

acres 

Population  . 

•••  •••  •• 

...  17,970 

Number  of  houses  . 

•••  •••  •• 

.  ...  5,701 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  1953 

By  Local  Authority 

. 

.  ...  128 

By  Private  Enterprise 

. 

...  16 

Increase 

Inspec- 

No.  on 

or 

tions 

Register  Decrease 

Made 

Bakehouses  . 

...  9 

14 

Canal  Boats . 

— 

— 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

— 

— 

Dairies  . 

...  2 

Decrease  of 

1 

14 

Factories  . 

...  97 

>  56 

Workplaces  . 

...  129 

Decrease  of 

3 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  . 

...  1 

5 

Ice-Cream  Premises . 

...  55 

Increase  of 

4 

33 

Market  Stalls  . 

...  74 

23 

Milk  Distributors  . 

...  11 

Decrease  of 

3 

13 

Moveable  Dwellings  : 

(a)  Sites  . 

— 

6 

(b)  Dwellings . 

...  25 

Increase  of 

5 

42 

Offensive  Trades  . 

— 

— 

Outworkers . 

...  75 

Increase  of 

21 

2 

Preserved  Food  Stores  . 

...  17 

Decrease  of 

1 

51 

Shops  . 

...  386 

133 

Slaughter-houses  . 

...  16 

1 

Knackers’  Yards  . 

— 

— 

Swimming  Baths  . 

— 

— 

15 


Inspections  Nuisances 


Defective  Privies,  Pail  Closets  and 

Made 

Abated 

Notices  Served 
Informal  Legal 

Ashpits  . 

26 

7 

— 

6 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C.’s . 

7 

2 

— 

2 

Conversions  of  Pail  Closets  into  W.C.’s 

114 

31 

— 

29 

Conversions  of  Privies  into  Pails . 

4 

1 

— 

3 

Defective  Water  Closets  . 

46 

13 

— 

20 

Provision  of  Additional  Water  Closets 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Provision  of  Portable  Ashbins  . 

137 

54 

— 

35 

Dirty  Closets  . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

No  Disconnection  of  Waste  Pipe  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Defec.  Waste  Pipe,  Traps,  Inlets,  Drains 

103 

24 

— 

17 

Drains  Obstructed  . 

53 

25 

— 

27 

Paving  of  Courts  and  Yards  . 

9 

3 

— 

3 

Roofs,  Eaves-Spouts  and  Down-Spouts 

146 

60 

5 

46 

Sinks  . . . 

26 

6 

1 

5 

Insufficient  Ventilation  . 

18 

3 

— 

4 

Windows  . 

68 

19 

4 

19 

Dampness  . 

123 

25 

5 

25 

Water  in  Cellars . 

12 

5 

— 

3 

Water  Supply  . 

32 

20 

1 

21 

Overcrowding  . 

8 

— 

1 

— 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses . 

72 

2 

— 

2 

Offensive  Accumulations . 

21 

2 

— 

2 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  . 

8 

2 

— 

2 

Pigsties  . 

14 

4 

— 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances  . 

16 

5 

— 

4 

Urinals  . 

12 

1 

— 

1 

Nuisance  not,  specified  above . 

677 

95 

7 

155 

Totals .  1,763 

409 

24 

433 

16 


COMPLAINTS  under  the  following  headings  were  registered 


during  the  year. 

General  Housing  Defects 

Dampness  . 

Defective  Roofs  . 

„  Chimneys 

„  Eaves-Gutters 

„  Windows 

„  Floors  . 

„  Wall  Plaster 

„  Ceilings 

„  Doors  . 

„  Fireranges  ... 

„  Coppers 

„  Water  Closets 

„  Drainage 

„  Sink  Waste  Pipes 

„  Pail  Closets  ... 

,,  Dustbins 

Non-Emptying  of  Dustbins 
„  „  Privies 

„  „  Cesspools 

Inadequate  Cesspools  ... 

Improper  Pail  Emptying 

Sewage  Pollution . 

Offensive  Accumulations 

Cellars  flooded  . 

Flooding  of  Yards . 

Offensive  Smells  . 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses 
Nuisances  from  Pigs  ... 

„  „  Dogs  ... 

„  „  Geese 

Smoke  Nuisances . 

Infestations  :  Bed  Bugs 
„  Cockroaches 

,,  Rodents  ... 

„  Ants 

„  Crickets  ... 

„  Cellar  Beetles 

Weeds  at  Tip  . 

Inadequate  Water  Supply  ... 

Burst  Water  Supply  Pipes  ... 
Dangerous  Soft  Water  Cisterns 

Blocked  Drains  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  at  Factories 
Referred  to  Other  Departments 


18 

8 

10 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

8 

6 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

10 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 
1 

4 
2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
8 

23 

5 
1 
1 
1 
7 
3 
1 

17 

1 

3 
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186 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  list  of  cesspools  in  the  area  which  are  emptied  by  the 
Council’s  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  now  totals  151.  The  proposal 
to  provide  a  sewer  in  the  Upper  Hartshay  area  will  replace  the 
use  of  14  of  these  including  the  “Estate”  cesspool  which  serves 
15  houses. 

Wherever  possible  the  provision  of  a  septic  tank  installation 
in  preference  to  a  cesspool  has  been  advocated  and  in  this  con¬ 
nection  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government’s 
memorandum  on  the  principles  of  design  for  small  domestic 
sewage  treatment  works,  issued  in  August,  1953,  has  been  referred 
to.  As  the  memorandum  deals  particularly  with  types  of  small 
works  suitable  for  isolated  groups  of  houses  I  suggest  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  this  principle  might  be  considered  for  such  areas  as  Lower 
Hartshay,  Upper  Street  Lane  and  Ridgeway  Lane,  to  replace  a 
costly  cesspool  emptying  service. 

A  working  arrangement  has  been  made  with  officers  of  the 
East  Midland  Division  of  the  National  Coal  Board  for  the  prompt 
repair  of  drainage  defects  caused  by  subsidence. 

W.C.  Conversions. 

The  Council’s  grant  of  £10  of  half  the  cost,  whichever  is  the 
lesser,  towards  the  provision  of  water  closets  has  continued. 
Proposals  for  a  compulsory  conversion  scheme  to  rid  the  town 
area  of  pail  closets  have  been  deferred  for  the  time  being.  The 
number  of  conversions  completed  during  the  year  has  again 
decreased.  Agreement  was  reached  for  10  conversions  in  Queen 
Street,  Waingroves,  but  these  have  been  deferred  until  subsidence 
in  the  area  ceases. 

Waste  Water 


W.C.’s 

Pails 

Privies 

Closets 

Total 

Accommodation  at  31/12/53  5,189 

483 

29 

— 

5,701 

Closets  converted  during 

1953  •••  «  ••• 

29 

2 

— 

31 

Total  Conversions  under 

Schemes  . 

1,441 

259 

8 

1,708 

Provision  of  Dustbins. 

Section  8  (4)  of  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provi¬ 
sions)  Act,  1953,  which  came  into  operation  during  the  year,  is 
designed  to  clarify  the  question  of  responsibility  for  providing 
the  dustbin,  owner  or  occupier.  The  powers  of  this  subsection 
have  not  yet  been  invoked,  but  I  suggest  its  importance  is  sub¬ 
servient  to  subsections  1  to  3  which  give  the  basis  of  charges  to 
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be  made  for  the  provision,  maintenance,  repair  and  renewal  of 
dustbins  by  the  Council.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  only  satis¬ 
factory  method  of  ensuring  that  refuse  is  stored  in  proper  stan¬ 
dard  receptacles  and  to  obviate  what  often  becomes  voluminous 
correspondence  and  waste  of  time  to  secure  the  provision  of  one 
humble  dustbin. 

Water  Supply. 

Samples  of  water  supplied  by  the  three  supplying  authorities, 
The  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board,  the  Ilkeston  and  Heanor  Water 
Board  and  the  Belper  Urban  District  Council,  proved  satisfactory 
in  all  respects. 

One  isolated  house  with  an  unsatisfactory  well  water  supply 
was  demolished. 

Water  supplied  during  the  year  1953. 

By  the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board .  113,150,000  galls. 

By  the  Ilkeston  and  Heanor  Water  Board .  65,571,000  galls. 

By  the  Belper  Urban  District  Council .  ...  24,391,000  galls. 

203,112,000  galls. 


Water  consumed  per  head  of  population  per  day  :  30.96  galls. 

Provision  of  Piped  Supply. 

Estimated 

Population 

Involved 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  connected  to  mains  5,688  17,925 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  supplied  from 


Standpipes  on  Mains  . 

5 

13 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  not  supplied  from 

Standpipes  on  Mains  . 

10 

32 

Number  of  connections  made  during  year  : 

(a)  Existing  Houses  . 

— 

— 

(b)  New  Houses  . 

144 

— 

(c)  Other  Premises  ...  . 

— 

— 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

Number  of  inquiries  at  infected  houses . 

25 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected . 

20 

Number  of  exclusion  notices  to  schools  ...  ... 

10 

Number  of  notices  to  librarians  . 

12 

Number  of  library  books  disinfected  . 

55 

19 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

Licences  in  respect  of  20  moveable  dwellings  were  in  opera¬ 
tion  during  the  year.  Five  of  these  related  to  caravans  used  for 
summer  holiday  purposes  only  and  two  to  caravans  occupied  by 
opencast  coal  site  workers.  The  remainder  were  occupied  per¬ 
manently  as  living  accommodation.  Frequent  inspections  were 
made  and  no  unsatisfactory  sanitary  conditions  occurred. 

Temporary  planning  permission  and  licences  in  respect  of 
caravans  stationed  in  Moseley  Street,  Ripley,  expired  on  the  31st 
March,  1953.  Informal  action  did  not  secure  their  removal  nor 
was  an  Enforcement  Notice  issued  by  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council  obeyed.  This  resulted  in  two  applications  to  the  Ripley 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  by  the  County  Council  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  and  March,  1954,  when  fines  of  £5  and  £10  respectively 
were  imposed.  The  caravans  removed  from  the  district  shortly 
afterwards. 


HOUSING. 

Progress  in  the  building  of  Council  houses  can  be  considered 
eminently  satisfactory  with  128  houses  completed  during  1953. 
The  number  of  Council  owned  dwellings  occupied  at  1st  April, 
1954,  totals  1,012. 

The  repair  of  houses  prior  to  re-letting,  where  the  tenants 
have  been  removed  to  Council  houses,  continues  satisfactorily. 
Work  in  this  direction  included  statutory  action  as  shown  below. 


Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dan¬ 
gerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  action  (formal  or  informal)  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  . 


53 

53 


69 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders  . 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 
were  accepted . 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
xxx^xd  c  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


4 


2 
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Number  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  approved  by 
the  Ministry  .  — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  “improved”  during  the  year  ...  — 

Summary  of  Demolition  Procedure  during  1953. 

One  House,  Norman  Court,  Marehay. 

Demolition  Order  made  December,  1952.  Demolished  May, 
1953.  Tenant  rehoused  in  Council  house. 

Three  Houses,  Nos.  189,  191  and  193  Park  Lane,  Heage. 

Demolition  Orders  made  December,  1952.  Three  tenants 
rehoused  in  Council  houses,  the  last  in  May.  Demolition  com¬ 
menced  November,  1953,  and  completed  May,  1954. 

Two  Houses,  Nos.  2  and  4  Bridle  Lane,  Lower  Hartshay. 

Closing  Orders  made  in  December,  1953,  under  Section  10  of  the 
Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953.  Two 
tenants  rehoused  in  Council  houses. 

Inspection  of  Council  Houses. 

Fifty-six  visits  and  re-visits  were  made  to  various  houses  where 
the  standard  of  cleanliness  and  general  way  of  living  was  known 
to  be  poor.  It  is  distressing  that  some  of  these  were  houses  on 
recently  completed  estates,  the  occupiers  making  no  response  to 
the  healthier  environment  provided  for  them.  Members  of  the 
Housing  Committee  have  been  shocked  at  my  reports  of  some 
conditions  found.  The  happier  side  of  my  duties  in  this  direction 
has  been  to  report  genuine  improvement  in  a  few  cases,  both  in 
cleanliness  of  the  house  and  its  contents  and  the  mental  attitude 
of  the  tenant  and  his  wife  toward  their  responsibilities.  These 
small  successes  have  given  me  much  pleasure. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Statutory  sampling  is  carried  out  by  officers  of  the  Derbyshire 
County  Council. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  County  Analyst,  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information  : — 

“Seventy-one  samples,  including  21  samples  of  milk,  were 
taken  under  the  above  Act  in  the  area  of  the  Ripley  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  during  the  year  1953. 

“One  sample  of  milk  taken  in  course  of  delivery  to  a  Dairy 
Company  was  found  to  contain  added  water.  Proceedings  were 
taken  and  the  supplier  was  fined  £20  together  with  £8  9s.  6d. 
costs. 

“One  other  sample  of  milk  and  one  sample  of  ice-cream  were 
somewhat  deficient  in  fat.  These  deficiencies  were  dealt  with  by 
caution  notice. 
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‘‘Sweetened  Cake  Flour  was  found  to  be  correctly  labelled 
as  consisting  of  flour,  sugar,  baking  powder,  flavour  and  colour, 
but  was  deficient  in  available  carbon  dioxide.  Representations 
were  made  to  the  manufacturers.  It  appeared  that  the  formula 
for  the  mixture  provided  for  an  adequate  amount  of  carbon 
dioxide  and  that  the  deficiency  was  due  to  deterioration  over 
long  storage.  In  these  circumstances  no  proceedings  were  taken. 

“During  the  year  analytical  work  in  this  department  disclosed 
a  widespread  distribution  of  French  Moroccan  Sardines  packed 
in  Oil  and  Tomato  which  were  seriously  contaminated  with  tin. 
This  led  to  the  need  for  examination  of  stocks  at  many  premises 
in  your  area,  and  the  collaboration  of  your  Council  with  the 
County  Sampling  Officer  in  this  work,  which  resulted  in  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  faulty  stock,  led  to  the  removal  from  the  market  of 
food  which  undoubtedly  could  be  classed  as  a  potential  danger  to 
health.” 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  no  Ministry  of  Food  slaughter-houses  in  the  area. 
One  large  slaughter-house  is  used  as  a  depot  for  the  reception  and 
distribution  of  meat  by  the  Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association 
to  Ripley  and  adjoining  areas.  Meat  is  received  from  abattoirs 
in  Derby.  This  depot  has  been  kept  in  good  order  during  the 
year  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  hygienic  practices 
in  the  handling  of  meat  during  distribution. 

Condemnation  of  Food. 

All  meat  condemned  has  been  disposed  of  through  Ministry 
of  Food  channels,  an  official  certificate  being  given.  All  other 
food  has  been  voluntarily  surrendered  on  certificate  and  has  been 
disposed  of  by  burying  at  the  refuse  tips.  An  incinerator  has 
been  constructed  at  the  new  Waingroves  refuse  tip  and  this  will 
deal  with  all  condemned  food. 


Tinned  Foods. 


Total  Weight  (lbs.) 

1,219  Tins  of  Vegetables  (including  Soups  )  ... 

2,3194 

684  Tins  of  Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices . 

799 

327  Tins  of  Various  Prepared  Meats  . 

3291 

217  Tins  of  Milk . 

1811 

5,507  Tins  of  Fish  . 

1,557| 

6  Tins  of  Mincemeat  . 

5J 

46  Tins  of  Ham . 

577 

2  Tins  of  Corned  Beef  (Disposed  of  by 

W.M.S.A.)  . 

12 

Total  Weight . 

5,781  lbs. 
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Other  Foods. 


English  Beef  (Disposed  of  by  W.M.S.A.) 

Imported  Hind  Quarter  Beef  (Disposed  of  by 
W.M.S.A.)  . 

Imported  Frozen  Beef  (Disposed  of  by 
W.M.S.A.)  . 

Home  Killed  Pork  (Disposed  of  by  W.M.S.A.) 

Mutton  (Disposed  of  by  W.M.S.A.) 

Sheep’s  Heads  and  Plucks  (Disposed  of  by 
W.M.S.A.)  . 

3  Calves  (Disposed  of  by  W.M.S.A.) 

Cooked  Ham . 

Jellied  Veal . 

Ox  Tongues . 

Pork  Sausages  . 

Bacon  . 

1  Crate  of  English  Rabbits 

2  Turkeys  . 

4  Geese  . 

Herrings  . 

Haddock . 

Cod  Fillets  . 

Cods’  Roe  . 

Scotch  Halibut  Fillets 

2  Jars  Jam  . 

27  Jars  Fruit . 

1  Tin  Golden  Syrup  ... 

1  Jar  Piccalilli  . 

2  Bottles  Sauce  . 

1  Jar  Horlicks  Malted  Milk 
6  Cartons  Milk  Whipping  Compound 
Assorted  Table  Jellies 
47  Tins  and  2  Bottles  Coffee 
Cheese  . 

3  Gallons  of  Cooked  Mussels 


Total  Weight  (lbs.) 


224 

176 

171 

443 

40 

115 
100 

82i 

81 

50i 

14J 

2f 

116 
18 
48 

41 
7 

87 

17 

10 

2 

28i 

1 

1 

2 

a 

1 

2 

4 

24 

29 
4i 

^2 

30 


Total  Weight  .  1,969  lbs. 

Total  Weight.  Condemned  :  3  tons,  9cwts.,  Ogrs.,  221bs. 
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Licensed  Slaughtermen. 

Twenty-nine  slaughtermen  hold  licences  under  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act,  1933. 


Clean  Food  Campaign. 

Since  the  Health  and  Hygiene  Exhibition  held  in  1951,  which 
accented  hygiene  in  food  premises,  the  policy  has  been  one  of 
individual  approach  to  managements  for  necessary  improve¬ 
ments.  The  provision  of  wash  hand  basins  or  sinks  with  hot  and 
cold  water  over  has  been  made  in  a  few  outstanding  cases.  These 
have  normally  been  fixed  in  rooms  at  the  rear  of  the  sales  shops 
and  improvements  in  decoration  and  storage  arrangements  have 
been  made  at  the  same  time. 


Food  Premises  in  the  Area. 


Bakehouses  . 

Number  of 
Premises 

...  9 

Inspections 

Made 

14 

Bakers’  Shops . 

...  9 

12 

Butchers  ...  . 

...  21 

28 

Cafes,  Canteens  . 

...  12 

10 

Dairies  . 

...  2 

14 

Fish  Fryers  . 

...  21 

12 

Fishmongers  . 

...  5 

9 

Grocers  . 

...  38 

48 

Greengrocers  . 

...  14 

10 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

...  55 

33 

Licensed  Premises  . 

...  48 

22 

Premises  Registered  under  Section  14. 

Number  of 
Premises 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  6 

Inspections 

Made 

11 

Sale  only  of  Ice-Cream  . 

...  48 

22 

Storage  of  Ice-Cream . 

...  1 

— 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Food 

...  17 

51 

The  following  improvements  were  carried  out  at  registered 


premises  : — 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  4 

Ventilation  improved  .  1 

New  ceiling  fixed  .  1 

New  floor  provided .  1 

Drainage  system  improved .  1 
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Special  Examination  of  Food  Stocks. 

The  report  of  the  County  Analyst  given  above  makes  refer¬ 
ence  to  work  carried  out  in  tracing  and  examining  stocks  of 
French  Moroccan  sardines. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-six  tins  were  examined  at  various 
retail  shops  and  condemned.  At  one  large  warehouse  41  com¬ 
plete  cases  of  100  tins  each  and  26  part  cases  and  packages  con¬ 
taining  1,094  tins  were  examined.  In  view  of  the  adverse 
analytical  reports  and  the  high  percentage  of  defective  tins,  this 
total  stock  of  5,194  tins  was  condemned.  I  would  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  assistance  given  by  the  County  Analyst,  the 
County  Sampling  Officer  and  all  traders  concerned  in  dealing 
with  this  matter. 

Ice  Cream. 

Four  new  applications  for  the  registration  of  premises  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream  were  granted,  making  a  total  of  48  regis¬ 
tered  premises.  The  one  depot  used  for  the  storage  of  ice  cream 
and  the  six  premises  registered  for  manufacture  have  continued 
in  use  during  the  year. 

Twenty  samples  of  ice  cream  and  five  samples  of  ice  “lollies” 
were  submitted  for  examination.  The  results  given  by  the  pro¬ 
visional  methylene  blue  test  for  ice  cream  are  set  out  below. 
The  five  ice  “lollies”  were  classed  as  satisfactory. 

Grade  1  Grade  2  Grade  3  Grade  4 

Number  of  Samples  ...  17  2  1  Nil 

Milk  Supply. 

Twenty-one  samples  were  taken  of  raw  milk  retailed  in  the 
area  and  submitted  for  biological  examination  for  the  presence 
of  tubercle  bacilli.  All  samples  were  satisfactory. 

Twelve  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  for 
phosphatase  test,  10  being  satisfactory.  The  other  two  samples 
were  of  milk  supplied  from  a  dairy  outside  the  district  and  were 
taken  from  different  retailers  on  different  days.  As  they  gave 
extremely  unsatisfactory  results  the  management  agreed  to  an 
interview  to  discuss  this.  Subsequent  sampling  has  given  satis¬ 
factory  results. 

The  statutory  registrations  for  the  area  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  registered  Distributors  of  Milk .  11 

Number  of  registered  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  ...  2 

Number  of  licensed  Dealers  in  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk .  10 

Number  of  licensed  Dealers  in  Pasteurised  Milk .  10 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

In  the  course  of  133  visits  to  shops  informal  action  secured 
the  provision  of  statutory  records  and  notices.  Sanitary  improve¬ 
ments  carried  out  during  the  year  related  to  food  shops  and  are 
recorded  above. 

THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT, 
1951. 

One  firm  of  upholsterers  is  registered  under  the  Act.  No 
adverse  conditions  were  found. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Routine  testing  and  baiting  of  sewage  works  and  tips  has 
continued  and  these  are  free  from  any  reservoir  of  infestation. 
Sewer  treatments  again  prove  that  the  rat  population  is  being 
kept  down  and  entirely  eliminated  in  many  sections  of  the 
sewerage  systems. 

Sewer  Maintenance  Treatments,  1953. 

Results  of  sewer  maintenance  treatments  carried  out  in 
March  and  October  : — 


No.  of 

No.  of  Manholes 

Poison  Takes: 

No 

Manholes  baited 

Complete  Partial 

Takes 

March,  1953  . .  503  162 

79 

— 

83 

October,  1953  .  503  248 

35 

— 

213 

Corresponding  treatments,  1952  : — 

March,  1952  .  500  210 

29 

— 

181 

October,  1952  .  503  191 

53 

— 

138 

Local  Authority  Property  : — 

Poison  Takes : 

Bodies 

Complete  Partial 

Found 

Southern  Sewage  Outfall  Works  ... 

...  58 

42 

— 

Marehay  Sewage  Outfall  Works  ... 

...  12 

13 

2 

Heage  Sewage  Outfall  Works 

...  9 

3 

— 

Ambergate  Sewage  Outfall  Works 

...  11 

7 

1 

Thacker  Wood  Sewage  Outfall  Works  — 

6 

— 

Heage  and  Waingroves  Refuse  Tips 

...  22 

10 

— 

Business  Premises  . 

...  32 

60 

24 

Dwelling  Houses  . 

...  20 

38 

7 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928-1936. 

Duties  in  connection  with  the  storage  of  petroleum  and 
carbide  of  calcium  are  carried  out  by  this  Department  under  the 
above  Acts.  Two  new  storage  tanks  were  licensed. 
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Total  quantity  of  Petroleum  stored . 

No.  of  licences  issued  to  store  Petroleum . 

Total  fees  collected  . 

Total  quantity  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  stored  ... 
No.  of  licences  issued  to  store  Carbide  of 

Calcium  . 

Total  fees  collected  . 


50,820  galls. 
64 

£38  10  0 
30cwts. 

2 

£10  0 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

A  weekly  service  of  refuse  collection  and  pail  emptying  has 
been  maintained  and  few  complaints  have  been  received.  The 
monthly  service  of  cesspool  emptying  becomes  difficult  to  main¬ 
tain  as  odd  additional  cesspools  come  into  use  each  year  and  when 
the  one  vehicle  is  off  the  road  for  a  few  days  for  overhaul  or  by 
reason  of  sickness  among  the  staff  the  normal  round  cannot  easily 
be  made  up. 

The  estimated  tonnage  of  refuse  collected,  based  on  summer 
and  winter  check  weighings,  is  7,831  tons.  This  gives  an  average 
yield  of  23.88  cwts.  per  1,000  of  the  population  per  day.  The 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  re-introduced 
the  preparation  of  annual  costing  returns  for  public  cleansing 
services  and  the  figures  for  the  year  1952/53  show  the  average 
weight  of  refuse  per  1,000  of  the  population  per  day  for  urban 
authorities  which  submitted  returns  and  are  mining  towns  to  be 
29.9  cwts.  The  average  for  all  types  of  authorities  which  are 
mining  towns  was  24.7  cwts.  It  is  pointed  out  that  there  is  a 
tendency  to  over-estimate  where  regular  weighing  facilities  are 
not  available. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of 
the  new  refuse  disposal  and  salvage  depot  at  the  Waingroves 
railway  cutting  and  quarry  site.  The  excavation  into  the  north 
bank  of  the  cutting  for  the  site  of  the  baling  sheds  is  complete. 
The  ramp  has  been  constructed  up  which  the  refuse  vehicles  will 
reverse  to  tip  on  to  the  sorting  platform.  After  sorting  for 
salvage  all  burnable  refuse  will  pass  to  the  incinerator  which  has 
been  constructed  nearby.  The  residue  of  each  load  will  be  chuted 
into  a  trailer  which  will  be  hauled  out  into  the  quarry  for  tipping 
and  levelling.  It  is  anticipated  that  construction  of  the  baling 
sheds  and  other  site  works  will  be  completed  by  the  autumn  of 
1954  and  the  depot  in  full  operation  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
All  works  have  been  carried  out  by  members  of  the  cleansing 
staff  and  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  efforts. 

The  major  advantages  of  this  scheme  will  be  the  laying  down 
of  a  solid  and  tidy  tip  within  the  quarry  with  little  risk  of  fire  or 
objectionable  smell  and  more  efficient  separation  of  saleable 
salvage. 
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Staff. 

The  staff  of  the  Department  is  as  follows  : — 

Supervisory  and  Maintenance  Staff  :  1  Foreman,  1  Mechanic. 
Refuse  Collection  :  3  Drivers,  12  Loaders. 

Refuse  Disposal  :  3  Tip  Face  Workers  (1  driving  Tractor/Bull¬ 
dozer). 

Salvage  Collection  and  Disposal :  1  Driver  and  Mate,  1  Baling 
Press  Operator. 

Cesspool  and  Nightsoil  :  2  Drivers,  1  Collector. 


Sickness. 


Sickness  among  the  staff  can  cause  serious  dislocation  of  the 
cleansing  services  as  it  is  not  easy  to  obtain  temporary  labour. 
During  the  summer  holiday  period  the  difficulty  is  met  as  far  as 
possible  by  the  co-operation  of  the  workmen  in  “staggering”  their 
holidays  and  by  taking  two  separate  weeks. 


All  staff — total  possible  working  hours — 59,476. 


Sickness  (Paid)  ... 

Time  Lost 
...  2,756  hours 

Percentage 
of  total 
possible  hours 
4.63% 

Percentage 
for  1952/53 
3.37% 

Sickness  (Unpaid) 

296  hours 

.49% 

2.52% 

Other  time  lost  ... 

606  hours 

1.02% 

1.12% 

3,658  hours 

6.14% 

7.01% 

Vehicles  and  Equipment. 

The  employment  of  a  full-time  mechanic  and  the  purchase  of 
additional  tools  and  equipment  has  made  it  possible  to  inaugurate 
a  system  of  routine  checking  and  maintenance  of  all  the  Council’s 
vehicles  and  plant.  All  repairs  can  now  be  carried  out  except 
such  work  as  boring  and  re-metalling,  the  number  of  vehicles, 
twelve  in  all,  not  meriting  the  purchase  of  equipment  for  this 
work. 

The  repainting  of  all  vehicles  to  a  standard  shade  of  green 
was  commenced  in  April  and  will  be  completed  in  the  summer 
of  1954. 

The  Dennis  10  cubic  yard  refuse  collection  vehicle  fitted  with 
a  Perkins  P.6  diesel  engine  was  delivered  in  August  and  is 
working  satisfactorily  with  savings  in  running  costs.  With 
adequate  maintenance  the  vehicle  should  give  many  years  of 
service  and  also  give  a  lead  to  future  vehicle  purchases. 
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Collections  and  General  Statistics. 


Tonnage 


Number  of  Dustbins  (weekly  collection) 

6,174 

— 

Number  of  Privies  (collected  when  necessary) 

29 

— 

Number  of  Cesspools  (monthly  service) . 

151 

— 

Number  of  Pails  (weekly  collection) . 

483 

— 

Loads  of  Refuse  from  Dustbins . 

3,371 

6,742 

Dustbins  emptied  per  man-hour,  inch  driver  ... 

9.35 

— 

Dustbins  emptied  per  man-hour,  excl.  driver  .. 

11.69 

— 

Premises  cleared  per  man-hour,  inch  driver  ... 

8.61 

— 

Premises  cleared  per  man-hour,  excl.  driver  ... 

10.76 

— 

Loads  from  Privies . 

36 

72 

Loads  from  Cesspools  . 

1,571 

3,827 

Loads  of  Nightsoil  . 

210 

525 

Loads  of  Salvage  (all  forms)  . 

766 

574 

Trade  Refuse. 

By  resolution  of  the  Council  the  charge  for  the  removal  of 
trade  refuse  was  increased  from  1st  October,  1953,  from  £1  6s.  Od. 
to  £1  12s.  6d.  per  bin  per  annum  over  and  above  the  one  “free” 
bin  to  cover  all  increased  costs  of  collection. 

Gosts. 

All  financial  details  given  are  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1954. 

A  summarised  statement  of  the  total  cost  of  the  various 
cleansing  services  is  given  below  : — 


1952  1953 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

6,536 

Wages- 

-Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

6,535 

371 

Cesspools  . 

466 

655 

Nightsoil  . 

692 

46 

7,608 

Privies . 

50 

7,743 

951 

Superannuation,  Insurances  ... 

897 

2,707 

Haulage  . 

3,471 

26 

Rents  . 

26 

308 

Sundries  . 

218 

£11,600 

£12,355 
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EXPENDITURE  ON  MOTOR  LORRIES 
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The  unit  costs  for  various  services  are  given  below  : — 


For  each  dustbin  emptied 
For  each  privy  emptied  ... 
For  each  pail  emptied  ... 
For  each  cesspool  emptied 
Collection  of  1  ton  of  refuse 
Disposal  of  1  ton  of  refuse 

Cost  per  1,000  population  : 
Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  Disposal . 

Total  . 


1951 

1952 

1953 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

5 

4 

1 

12 

7 

1 

14 

0 

2 

17 

0 

3 

1 

2 

2 

19 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

8 

2 

16 

2 

4 

16 

10 

5 

0 

1 

6 

15 

7 

1 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

1 

6 

11 

5 

2 

5 

3 

393 

14 

11 

445 

9 

1 

467 

18 

4 

18 

0 

8 

100 

8 

3 

115 

16 

11 

411 

15 

7 

545 

17 

4 

583 

15 

3 

Salvage. 

The  year  has  been  a  difficult  one  for  salvage  operations  due 
to  refuse  being  deposited  at  varying  sites  pending  the  completion 
of  the  new  salvage  depot  at  Waingroves.  Salvage  sorting  has  had 
to  be  a  secondary  consideration  to  this  work,  but,  as  is  mentioned 
above,  the  end  of  the  year  1954  should  see  better  sorting  arrange¬ 
ments  in  “full  swing.” 

The  total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  salvage  for  the 


financial  year  are  as  follows  : — 

1952  1953 

£  £  £  £ 

678  Wages — Salvage  .  800 

267  Kitchen  Waste  and  Pig  Food .  139 

-  945  -  939 

111  Superannuation  and  Insurances  .  75 

597  Pig  Food,  etc .  127 

561  Haulage  .  516 

193  Proportion  of  Salaries  and  Establishment  ...  156 


£2,407 


£1,813 


Details  of  Salvage  Materials  Sold. 

Tons  cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

Waste  Paper  (all  grades)  . 115  18  0  7 

Tins  .  24  3  2  0 

Raw  Kitchen  Waste .  82  8  3  0 

Concentrated  Pig  Food .  7  14  0  0 

Textiles  .  2  5  2  22 

Metals .  18  16  1  0 


£  s.  d. 
789  16  7 

66  9  8 
337  17  4 

72  18  6 
45  19  4 

67  16  6 


251  5  1  1  £1,380  17  11 
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